
A-Z YOUR IDENTITY IN CHRIST 
Note: This is not an exhaustive List! There are many more identity statements in Scripture.  

KEY IDEA 
We defeat idolatry by finding our satisfaction in God first and foremost. 

PART ONE- GOD DESIRES JOY FOR US 

Look at the following passages that express God’s desire that we find joy in him: 

•  Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice in the Lord always, again I will say, rejoice.” 

•  Psalm 16:11, “In Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right hand there are pleasures forever.” 

•  John 15:11, “These things I have spoken to you that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be full.” 

•  Matthew. 25:21, “Enter into the joy of your master” 

•  2 Corinthians 1:24, “Workers with you for your joy” (How Paul referred to his goal as a minister of the gospel). 

PART TWO- HOW THE GOSPEL DEFEATS COMFORT, APPROVAL AND 
CONTROL IDOLS 

COMFORT 
- Psalms 16:11. At your right hand are pleasures forever 

+ This promise is not dependent upon our circumstances being what we want. So, 
whatever is going on, we believe that God offers us better joy amid our circumstances. 
Believing this and acting on its truth is what defeats the idolatry.

- Hebrews 12:1-2. Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God.
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+ Jesus, our brother, our Redeemer, who defeated Satan for us through his life and 
death, endured perhaps the most painful kind of death, certainly at the time, perhaps for 
all time. Yet, He endured it “with joy” because his joy was not fixed on his circumstances 
(far from it!) but fixed on glorifying his father and the results of what his suffering would 
accomplish for the church his bride.

APPROVAL 
- 2 Corinthians 5:21. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.

+ Can our position be much better than this?  If the God of Creation says we are 
righteous who can add to that? The truth is, we are each far worse than we can even 
know. God knows our hearts perfectly. But we are already 100% approved by God in 
Christ. So, we can rest in that truth especially at times when we are tempted to do 
something wrong in order to win the approval of another person.

- Zephaniah 3:17. The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will 
rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing.

+ Even during our sin, God rejoices over us because when he sees us, he sees the 
righteousness that his son has given us and clothed us with.  This and not our 
performance is the basis for our relationship with him.  TO BE CLEAR: God certainly 
sees our sin, but his wrath and punishment for our sin was borne by Christ on the cross. 
Knowing that God has made such a merciful provision is designed to melt our hearts and 
lead us to confession and repentance.

- Ephesians 1:5. He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ.

+ The approval we receive through our adoption leaves no question about our 
approval in God’s eyes.

CONTROL 
- Romans 8:28. And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 

+ Even in the worst situations we can rest that God is still at work bringing good in our 
lives.

- Romans 8:37. We are more than conquerors through Christ Jesus.

+ All things, even the bad things, and quite honestly—often--the bad things are what 
God uses to get us to see where he is working in our lives. The “bad” things are not 
outside of his sovereignty. What Satan means for evil, God means for good. Us being 



“More than conquerors” means that God can take even the bad things and use them for 
good in our lives.

- Matthew 6:25-33. Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the 
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And 
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? And why are you 
anxious about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, 
yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he 
not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall 
we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be 
anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble.

+ We are of inestimable value to God because we are in Christ. We have been adopted 
into his family. He will take care of us in all situations. We can rest in that.

PART THREE- WE ARE GUIDED BY WHAT WE THINK IS GOOD FOR US 

Do you like to make yourself miserable?  I doubt it.  The reason we do anything is because we ultimately want 
what we think is good for us; that will lead to our satisfaction, happiness or joy. 
Why did you supersize that Big Mac meal you had for lunch?  Because your mouth was watering for the delicious 
taste of those fries.  Why did you stay up till 3 am watching Star Wars Episodes 4, 5 and 6?  It made you happy 
(even though you were exhausted at work or school the next day). 

Why didn’t you lick the handlebar on your cart on your last visit to Walmart?  Why weren’t you disappointed when 
you drove to work and didn’t wreck your car on the way?  Why don’t you eat the leftovers you find in the back of 
your refrigerator—from a month ago?  Why?  Because you have an innate sense of wanting what will make you 
happy.  Doing those things probably never even crossed your mind because they are well outside how we are 
wired to think. 

All of this makes sense.  But what about when we do wrong things that can even get us into trouble? 



We will do wrong if we think we will benefit in the end.  Usually, we’re not as calculated and conscious of this, but 
it is true.  Our focus is so much on getting what we want that we are often blind to the wrong. 

We Speed 

Let’s suppose I choose to break the speed limit because I am late to a meeting.  I get pulled over by the police and 
am given a ticket.  In this case, the good I might be after is to gain the approval of the person I am meeting with; 
that they will think well of me.  (This would be an example of approval idolatry).  Even though this costs you a 
heavy fine which makes you unhappy, what motivated the action was a desire to accomplish something that you 
thought was good for you. 

We Hurt Others 

A young child who slugs a classmate in school or an adult who tells lies about a friend; do so because there is 
something they think they will get from it that is good whether it is proving not to be a wimp as in the case of 
slugger, or to justify her own guilty conscience as in the case of an adult gossiping. 

Even the unthinkable, woeful crimes such as assault, rape, and murder while woeful, are done by people who in a 
very twisted way think that doing such things will bring them some good.  This understanding may not be clear in 
their minds at any point, but it is what is going on within them. 

Bottom line:  We sin because we choose to.  And why do we choose to sin?  Because we think it is a way to 
good, satisfaction or joy in our lives.  This is why fighting sinful temptations by simply trying harder really does not 
work in the long run, especially if we want to glorify God. 

This is a critical understanding of sin that we must work to convey to our children for two reasons.  First, we can’t 
blame our sin on other people.  The Bible says that we are each responsible for our own sin.  Romans 14:12 is 
clear, So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

Second, as I said in the video, understanding sin as something we choose to do because it satisfies 
some desire we have set us up for the solution in the gospel.  This solution is a better happiness and joy.  
God himself is a better source of happiness and joy; he is the ultimate good that truly satisfies us so that we learn 
to put off sin.   

Isn’t it great that God doesn’t say, “The way to stop sinning is to focus on ginning up willpower to work harder.”  
Knowing that he created us to seek good, he is a much better way to good because he is good.  Jesus says, “but 



whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become 

in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. (John 4:14) 

This is deep theology, but it is necessary to living the Christian life the way God intended.  It takes time to train 
ourselves to think of God in these terms and to act upon it in situations where we are tempted. 
In a sense, the focus of our battles against temptation is really not so much in overcoming specific sins in the 
moment of temptation (which it is) but more so, it is finding satisfaction/joy/happiness in God first and foremost 
each day before we ever experience specific temptations.  

We need to train ourselves to search for satisfaction where it can only be found in adequate and enduring supply: 
God himself. 


